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Why an HTSP Index with Standard 
Indicators?

• Offers an evidence-based expression of HTSP need 
• Standardizes a system (technique) for measurement
• Utilizes a common set of five indicators



Indicators Reflecting the Increased Risks 
Associated with Pregnancy Timing and Spacing

• Percent of women, 
aged 15 to 19 years, 
who have had a child 
or who are pregnant;

• Percent of all birth to 
pregnancy intervals 
less than 27 months 



Indicators Reflecting the Sever ity of Child &  

Maternal Health Problems

• Under 5 (child) 
mortality rate

• Maternal mortality 
rate 



Indicator  Reflecting the Unmet Need for  Spacing 

and Service-Delivery Programmatic Gaps

• percent of unmet need 
for family planning for 
spacing among 
married women of 
reproductive age 
(MWRA) who are 15 
to 29 years old (where 
the greatest demand 
for spacing exists) 



Indicator  Scores and Levels of Need

• lower range values = basic need level 

• mid-range values = elevated need level
• higher range values = high need level 



HTSP Need Index Indicator  Values by 
Country

Country (DHS Year) Bir ths 
to 15-
19 yr  
olds

Intervals 
< 27 
months

Unmet 
need for  
spacing

< 5 
mor tality

Maternal 
mor tality

Kenya (2003) 23 59.4 23.7 123 1,000

Tanzania (2004) 26 56.9 19.6 165 1,500

Indonesia (2002/03) 10.4 29 7.1 41 230

Bangladesh (2004) 32.7 41.9 11.6 69 380

Columbia (2005) 20.5 42.4 7.7 21 130

Bolivia (2003) 15.7 61.1 15.1 66 420



HTSP Need Index Indicators

Measurable Var iables Basic 
Need 
(1 point)

Elevated 
Need
(3 points)

High Need

(5 points)

1. % of all women aged 15 to 19 yrs. old who 
have had a child or are pregnant*

<15 15-25 >25

2. % of total birth to pregnancy intervals <27 
months*

<45 45-55 >55

3. % of family planning demand for spacing 
unmet among MWRA 15-29 yrs. old*

<15 15-25 >25

4. Under 5 (child) mortality rate** <50 50-125 >125

5. Maternal Mortality rate*** <100 100-500 >500

* DHS Data.
**  World Health Report, 2005; World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland.
***  WHO,UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO Maternal Mortality in 2000; Department of Reproductive Health and Research, World 
Health Organization Geneva, Switzerland:  2004.



Country HTSP Need Index Scores

Country (DHS 
Year)

Bir ths 
to 15-19 
yr  olds

Intervals 
< 27 
months

Unmet 
need for  
spacing

< 5 
mor tality

Maternal 
mortality

Total

Kenya (2003) 5 5 3 3 5 21

Tanzania (2004) 5 5 3 5 5 23

Indonesia 
(2002/03)

1 1 1 1 3 7

Bangladesh 
(2004)

5 1 1 3 3 13

Columbia (2005) 3 1 1 1 3 9

Bolivia (2003) 3 5 3 3 3 17



Country Groupings by HTSP Need Level and Aggregate 
Index Scores

HTSP Need 
Level

Index Score 
Range

Countr ies

High > 20 Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Nigeria, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Zambia, Haiti

Elevated 10 - 19 Gabon, Ghana, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Rwanda, Turkmenistan, Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, Nepal, Philippines, Bolivia, 
Dominican Republic, Nicaragua

Basic < 10 Armenia, Columbia, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Peru



Performance of Selected Index 
Indicators Over Time 

• Indicators can improve 
or worsen

• Change in indicator 
values do not 
necessarily change 
total Index scores –
the role of “ threshold”
scoring



Three of Five HTSP Need Index Indicators 
Track Program Per formance

• Percent of 15-19 
cohort with child or 
pregnant;

• Percent of all birth to 
pregnancy intervals 
less than 27 months

• Percent of unmet need 
for spacing among 15-
29 cohort 



Monitoring HTSP Index Program 

Result Indicators Over Time
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Monitoring HTSP Index Program 
Result Indicators Over Time

Tanzania

29
26.1 24.5 26

57.5 57.5

20.5 18.1 19.6

56.958.9

23.3

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

1992 1996 1999 2004

Bir ths to 15-19 yrs
Intervals <27 mos
Unmet spacing need



Monitoring HTSP Index Program 

Result Indicators Over Time

Indonesia 
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Applications of the HTSP Country 
Need Index

• Raising awareness about & advocating for HTSP

• Comparing HTSP achievements across countries
• Monitoring HTSP need and progress subnationally

across regions



Thank You
(My dog, Packard, thanks you too)


